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Runab.,r:J 'Hlauﬂtﬂ
stas ﬂrcm Lne1f ar¢u1sn and yhaiy aoqa?,

Hﬂfﬁ’ 12t fﬁaaiang,

wamun of sarth, whlnscaﬁred
A summoning, & s3hining

Mean to ba free

And Thiz was ths way of 1t, brethran brebhyen,
way we Journsyed from Can't to Can.
Moon so bright and no piacse o hide,
the ery up and the pattereilers riding,
hound dogs belling in bladed alyp,
And Tear starts aﬁmuroiing, ‘Never make 1t,
welll never make 1t.  Hush that now,

. and she's turned upon n3, leveled pistol
gilinting in ths mooniiﬁht’

" Dead. folks can't javbiwﬂw%aE", she gays;
vou keap on golng now or dle, Bhe Bay9..

Wanted Harriet Tutman ailis The General
alias Moses Sbealer of Slaves

in ieague with Oarrison Alcotit Easrson
Garrett. Douglazs Thorean John Erowm

Armed and lnown to b= Dangerous

Wanted Reward Dead or Alive

‘Tell me, Ezekiel, oh tell me do you sas
malled Jehovah comlng to deliver me?

Heot-oiwl caliing in the ghested alrp,

five times calling to the hants in the alr,
Shadow of a face Ibh the Scary leaves,
shadow of a volce in the falking leaved:

Come ride-a my train

Oh that traln, ghost-story traln

through Bwamp and sSavanna moverling maverin

over tresties oL dew, through caves of the wish

- Midnight Special on a saber track movering moveriﬁg

-ffrst Btop Merey and the 1ast Hal;elujah

Com riquamy train_

Mean mean mean'to he free,

¥ lagt verse of ”Runagabg, Runagaue by Robert Hayden
- from SELECTED POEMS ' .
Copyright €166 by -Robart Haydan-

Reprintsed by pexﬁlgqlou of Qetober hovae, Tne,
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MEAN T0 BE PREE was ©ipat Produced ‘ai Hunlap Uollage
Playhouse in New York Cliy, under the guspicea of Humbap -
Codlaege High Secheol by the Junlor Theatre Clun on .
June 18;- 1968, Tha cast and eredits wers as Pollows;

MFAN 70 BE. FREER

A Fiight North
on the_Uhderground‘Paiiroad

by Joanna Halpert Kraus
dlrected by Fatrieia Minos

gattings by Susan Wyman
costumes by Camilie Acamporg

CAST OF CHARAGTERS:.

Hedy;n,,.noaaoﬂ.,uoaaoauag,avanetta Speller
Ton]"aiouﬂaa.:onsooaamnauonaeuoauoa‘ail -Benjamin
Mbsgsﬂo,.,aﬁ.,,,,,g,s.ea.;,°Cheqy1 Cottroll:
Linﬁaﬂaﬂsdst!OﬂEoﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂoulaa:’;ynn Hichardson-
JOéon.n...e'..s.,a..,a.,u.e.ouuosq_.BEVEI’ly_N{)I’ﬁD-'
Thomas Garretto,,.unaaao,.a,..ﬁﬂggie Cowlan
Firat Townsman=,,.,oua,n,ao,,GCaroi Schuler
See@nd.Ebwnsmah,,,,ang,..a,.,n.,Sue Faerman
Sarah,Garrett.,.....a,a,5,,.,n,Diane danofyf
POEiGEmanpuoo‘g-sanooaeuahna;carmella RUiSi he

OliVEP JDhnEDnaounnsuaauunaan{sgalisa Mblho
Coaduqtoraogaﬂ..,,,,aaea,,.,,Rachel Feldman




. MEAN 70 BE FREE 1s pased on historical rasords
of the escape of punaway 8laves kepi by Wiiiiam Stiid
. of Philadeiphia and published in 1872 under fhe titie
- of The Underground Railicad and on the bilozraphy ol
‘Harriet Tubman, darrieb, The posas of Her People,
written in 1886 By Saran £lizapstn Fradiozd,. '

L Seme of the characterd - Ton, Hedy, Miss Hancy,
Iinda, the bounty hunters, the brlckiayers, ths :
policeman, the railrocad conductor - are fictional,
They are typleal of the more than three hundred .
- rinaway slaves, 1ncluding children. and bables, and
the people who elther helped them or gought rewards
for thelr dapture durlng the course of Harriet Tubman’s
nineteen trips north to freedem, -

H

T Gthers #re actual ‘vecple whose dlalogue contains
‘guotations fron thelr known atatementa and detters.
. Theomasz Garrett and his wife lived in Wilmington,

. Delaware, - ‘Through thelr Quaker home, naarly three
“‘thousand fugltive slaves passed pafely., Oliver Johnson
. iras head of the Anti-Slavery Office in New York Clty. - -

‘Joe Bailey’'s story can-be found in the Underground
‘Bailvoad records, and.his name can be found on the
posters printed to.ald in his capture, Harrlet Tubman.
was born 1n 1820 on a Tidewater, Maryland plantation.
Before her death in 1913, &ne had helpad more than .
“¢hree hundred slaves escapz, acted a3 a nurse and a
tablishéd a hema for the

gpy for the Union Army and es
“poor, ' In 1897, as a result of Mrs, Bradford’s book,

she was invited to abtend Gueen Victoria Regina '8
Diamond Jubilee in England, ‘Today, in ¥ew York City,
there 18 an elementary publlc school named in hsr

" honor,

-1t 18 hoped that the production of MEAN TO BE
 FREE will help iliumipate one aspect of the Negro's ™\
' long neglected contribution to our American her tage. ”
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TOM: -

' - MTSS NANCE:

4

 MOSES

RV

b ¢ " SARAH GARRETT ;o<

TWO MEN:

RATLROAD CONDUCTOR
NOTE: Thioughout the pla

LAST UF CHARACYERS

HEDY’ : _,"_ R ‘i‘.".;i_“_l o

ffﬁﬁTHOMAS GARRETT:jé“ﬁA devout Quaker whose houge

THO PRICKLAYERS
ONE POLICEMAN
OLIVER JOHNSON:

U Maryland plantation, . Sha g guick

CAge hine
Age alavan
Wifa to the ownér of the Fideyaver, ..

tempered, self-centered and determined

‘to have her own way on all planbdtion
matters, )

(Farriel Tubman), a former slave in ner mid-
thirties, short and plaln in appearancsa, .
New she im a sopductor on tha Undsrground
Rallroad, &he is deevly reiigious,

Age seventesn, Tormerly a iady's maild on g
plantation. She 415 delicate and apoiled,

Jn hig mid-thirties, A4 former overgesr of

@ plantation, He 12 handsome, hard working

and has an innate sense of dignity,
has. become one

of the stops eon tha Underground Rallroad,

His wifte, . ,
They search for fusitive slaves 1n order fto.

collect the reward money,

Head of the Anti-Slavery Office in New York
City.

¥s 1t 185 suggested that a puitarist

21t on the .side of the stage accompanying the few g0ngs

that are sung by indivi

also suggested that he provide background musie during

the

ACT ONE

ACT TWO

dual members of the cagt, It 418

escape scene and during set changes,

Scene 1

Scane 2

Secene 1

Scena 2

Scene 3

Scene 4

SETPINGS

A Tidewater Maryland Plantation just
before the €ivil War, autumn, 1857,

A grass swamo area ip Maryland at
rrlght 8 week laten . )

Thomas Garrett 's small Quaker house in
Wilnington, Del., two days later Just
before dawn

The outskirts of Wilmington the next day

Oliver Johnson's AntiMSiavery office in
New York City.a week later

The Rallroad train bound for Niagara Jalls,
-(kmario} the next day ' '




ACT ONE

Scene 1

B s

SBETTING: : A Tigewater, Maryland plantatlon,
Just before bthe Civil ¥ar, 1857.
A backdrop, 17 usged, yould guggest
- Pielda of hay and sitacked cornflelds,
On stage thers 18 & windoiless log
cabin, its chinks filled with mud,
which Serves a3 the laundry cabin.
! . The entrance t0 it 1s merely an
i _ cpening in the well, Inside there
! : are hugs waghitubg;, gorub boards, etc,
; - : Tt is an autumn, Saturday

____________ J;) ‘ . " afternoon.
AT RISE: 'HEDE, age ping, ATags & heavy wash
tub over Lo & pile of sheets,

She kneels and begina the laborious
chore of zcrubbing the sheebs clean.

TOM .

' (ToM, age eleven, enters, terpified.
: : . He sipks on the floor beside HEDY,
: Eis shirt if blocdy and torn, He 18

half crylng)

Hedy!
. - HEDY

Tom! -
(Stops her work)
Whai happened?

} o  mom
i Hedy, 1t hurts-bad, You goita neip me. He used the whip,
! S HEDY
: © How many times?
TOM
PLENTY!
 HEDY

, (Lilte his shirt gingsrliy)
Here, I'll wagh it off for you.
(Durlng the next few speeches, gne claansg ~
. the -wound)
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- you down »ilvern,
. the way thay did o1d Jiim, Who best you?

1- 1.2

Lol

- - S HEDY (Cont: ) :
-dom,” you get into any more trouble-and thayips gonna del)
...tie your hands and Peat 4o a nlg wope,

- : o8
Master B4,
' . HEDY
Magter Edl What'd gou do?
TCH

All T done was take a peach, It was thers hangin! on the
bough, Big and Juley. Just waitin' %o be 'et. I wasn
hungyy, Real hungry, There 1t was. Wagn't anyone around,

Oh, T know I shouldn's have dohe 1t.

HEDY .

7 (Shocked) , | .
You mean that peach tree near the Blg House window?

! (TOM noda) '

But that's Miss Nancy's own tree, She planted it hepselr,
I heard Mama say so,

TCM
It was quiet, All the white folks wepe naving lupnch, T
could smell the food, Didan't think no one could gee me,
But M18s Naney, she lookaed oui the window and Sgreamad,
"Robber! Robber!" And Magter Ed came out with hig whip.,.
with nhlg whip, Hedy . .

HEDY
Mama told you not to &0 near the Bilg House., And you shouldo’t

8teal, Tom, Mama told you that,
(HEDY rinishes Wiplng the wound)

Does it feel better, Tom?

TOM
(Nods) '
Thanks, Hedy, _ .

1

(MISS MANCY sweeps in, TOM moves away.
HEDY conceals. cloth) ‘

MISS NANCY
T thought I heard & boy's volce down here, A familiap

boy's voice,
: (To HEDY) .
Looks to me like there's plenty of work to do, Hedy. And |

talking doesn’t get it done,

HEDY

™

Yes, Misg Nancy,
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wrrzr ok
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Jlesson this noon.

H’-Edyj T be

-

s
&
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. (HEDY begins serubbing agzaln)
T el ’ o ¢ ) "!

o o MISS MANCY
(To TOM)
86 thls i3 the wWay you rapay Ma
clothing you year afler yeal. “wipsh, you abeal., oW,
you stop Hedy Ifrom doing her york. vou should ba azhamsd
of yoursslf, Bui I csh ses you're not, And I can alo0
gas that 1t didn't take you long ho forgei Magiber E4Q'8
yell, I111 see to 1%, Yom, bHhat you gt
another one, ong you wen't fovset 80 2asilyl '
(Her anger mounts )
A boy 1llke you should just be 2old.
abhcut you.

gtep Ed Pop feeding and.

Let someons elsg WOrry

(Pause, saye ©o herself)
ves, that's & very good 1des, T'11 talk to Master Ed this

afternoon.
(To HEDY)

Hedy, remember those aheets have to AUy in the sunlight.

Vou!ll have to work & lot fagter than you are now. feanwhl le,
Tom, get a wash basin and help your sizter until I zet back,
You'lve made her logse enough slme slready. : '

(MISS MANCY exitsd. HEDY get® a wagh
* pasin for TOM) ' _
HEDY :
Then, we'd neaver ever see you ggaln. Sha

Maybe 1I' you work resl hard thls
111 Forzet about 1%.

Oh, Tom. SOLDI
ecouldn it mean that.
afternoon and help me finlsh, ahe

o TOM
¥o, Hedy. She aip'd the kind to forget. And T =in’'t doln’
no lanndry =lther. That's women's WOrN. Misz Nancy Knows
no man doeg that kind of #onk, She knows that, but she told

me to do 1t, just the same. She's just & ...

. HEDY
SH-H-H, Toml She mignt come back apd hear youl:

(Sound of whippeeri11)

N TOM
(Excited)
Hedy, do you Know what that 1%
HEDY

Sure, A bird down by the river.
MISS NANCY

T

offatage) _
ter not find you +alking lnstead of washing.,

(ZEDY quickly continuesd $o
gorub the sheets)
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HEDY

Clmen, fom)" Won 't you help me. fiflsho
! o T3

(Looks around to make supe they lps
| -alons ) - S
hat iy g whipp@zwﬂil;-ﬂedy.

' : HEDY -
(Scared) : :
» tause 2 whippoowiil] doagn 1y

Hama says that gound means death
2ver #ing down by the vrivep,

: TOM

That gound ain't po bird, Hedy,

(Whispers)
That's Moges calling.

o HEDY : :

WHO? MOSEST Moses 18 in the Bible, Mama taught me that,
You're jusi trying to fool'me, Hoses lived scome hundred
and thousands of Jeerd ago,

TOM
And don't say tha Same g0 loud., She'g
And she takesz people North, usndergreund ,
free and sarfe and happy,

+

Not that one, Hedy,
4 wWoman livin! now,
and whenp they come up, they're all
' . HEDY
Tou'lpe erazy, Tom, '
' TOM
No, T aintg, Listen, Hedy,

(TOM comes close %o HEDY to tell hep
the amazing tale) :

I hear the o0ld men valking, late at night. They gay Hosesg
is tall, tallest Homan in the wopld. They say she Can see
things g leganag way off', even in the dark, Just lige

& bat. Thay 2ay she can run fastep than rabblta, climp

trees liike a pogsum, jump over Tences, &and Tly over gtreams., ..,
and that she can hear a patrollerp Bneeze twenty miles away.,
There's a price on her head.,.,but ain't no one can eatech her,

(Sound or whipgoorwill,
TOM gets the idea)

And Hédy eveca li8ten, Hedy, Im £000a run away with her, .,

tonight!- , :
'~ HEDY

{Looks around 4o see 1T they were

: overhesyd ) _ :
S Tom, 1P you wup 2Way, they'll send the dogs aftar you and

they 1] find you and 2at. you,
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They won ', cateh me., Hoi wlth Hoses, . = . 7 b
canyy

But Master Ed aays the people up ﬂbrth Fahnen Qo rundgay

slaves and then they eab them.

. oM X
to keep ua all from minpin? away, Hedy,

He Jjust gayg that :
ata 311 youp ;;f@?_

do you want o gorud ghse

{HEDY shakes her head)
Toen, ccme with we. We could meke 1% togebher..
wEDY -
(Looks around again) _ '
Aln't 1t dangeroud Tem, Lo run away? Besides there's Hama
and Papa. . Anyway, how you gonna g8t past, Mis2 Nanoy?
She'll be back eny minute. : SRR .

. - - ." . PO .. . . .. A T&“I
If they're gonna gall e anyway, Hedy,
to0 lose, IT they sell me down Peiver,
. ever. Now's my only chancé. - .| .
T i (Tries to persuade nes) . e
Hedy ... Hedy,. don’t you want to make Mama and Papa proud
of you? Do somethin’ beslde scrubbint sheets?

k]

1111 never gew BHAY c a0 s s

' . HEDY
~ {Gently) -
Oh, Tom; what could I do?

You could go 0 gchool, Hedy. And then you could send o
. Mama and Fapa & letter and tell tem we're fine. And Thef..ee..- '
_- A-V. . . ‘- ) _" Lt _l‘- ‘- HEDY . ’ ; ’ v
- .. - (Interrupts, lawghing) . T T oL
. They canit read, end we .can't write. -Who you foolln'?
" But we could learn. On, Hedy, come with me.. 1jp North all
the ¢hildren'go £0 86ho0l.,.5irle %00,

(3ound of whiﬁpcorﬁill; oM i
tries 10 persu&de_HEDY)

“Hedy, 1t's Saturday. mhat'd the day Moses glways 8farts.
They -can't print no poster about us on & Sunday, so wa'd
zet at least one day's start. o S '

S (Convincing_her) _ - :
and Hedy, when we 're free, then ve sould help Mema and Papa
and we could &ll have & nlee 1ittle houae Logather.

. {She puts the sheels down thoughtfully)
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On, Hedy, chmon. teave those gheetg,

- WCH (Coptid)

Leave Jap rorevey,

: o Ly

(Hiaés)

Could we peally hely Mema and Paps come forth?Re2lly? And 211

have.a nice nouse hogabher?
oo TOM
' {Conrident) , .
Sure we cah. - Begideg there’ll he beople up thare 1o help us.
| : HEDY
And pould T really leara $o read apd write, Tom?

T0M .
Sure you could; Hedy. But you'll never get » chance %o

learn down hera,

(BEDY stands uncertainly)
Hedy. .Hedy, ir Jou don®t ccme with me, now, I might naver
dee you « EVER] '

{TOM crosses 1o entrance 0 see 17

MISS NANCY is in zight)
Now's my chance, Hedy, Migs Nancy's just gons insida the
Big Heouse, I gotta go now., 717 they see me goln' I'm ag
gocd aa dead, : '
: {T0M starts out)

HEDY
Wait, Wait fop nes, Tom. X'm eomin' too,
: (Softly) .
Goodbye, old 8heets, Goodbye, forevep]
' TOM

Quiclk, Hedy. NOW}
(TOM grabs her hand. the curtains

close)

(The escaps is choresographed, Theinp
movemenis are tense, puhctusted with
the sound of the whippoorwill, Several \
times they think they are belng .
g followed, Finally they reach theinr
destlnation and collapse near the ,
riverbank, TheTe are -
clumps of bushes along the bank)

: HEDY _
You go on alope, Tom. T can's, I've got to gtop and pest,
I bet Moses went on.  We've walked for houpsg .
T0M

You capit gtop now, Hedy.
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8h.. Down %hare, - Who'ls That?
 (They crouch down, Slowly 2 ghape
pemes boward thnem. MCSES enterd,
She hag a deep soapr on her forghead-
like = dept and old seard on the dack
. of her neck, She 12 thlyhy-geven
years old, rive festb tall and hag a
rieh-hugky volog. She calle like a

whippooruill)
| ‘ DO
~ (Wnispers) :
Are you Moses?
¥OSES

. (Neds) ‘ :
Wnat are you children dolng down her2? Down here by the river
. bank this time of night. It's dangerous. Your mamg 8rd paps -

_gonna be mighty worrlsd. o

TOM

R

(rises) -
Ye ﬂanaa;go with you.
Go? Where, child? Just where do you think T 'm plannin’ on
go;ng? . . '
HEDY

You gald she was the

On, Tom, she's nobt gonna take us. 7
1d take ug Nerth, and you

tallest woman ‘Ap the world and sghe
. ylere Wrong the whole time.
~ . (Starts to ery) . _
.. WeSES o
(Bends down, Sess HEDY's feel are
- .7 torn and bleeding. Lifte them)
. ¥ou-done come & long way, child, to find me.
G o . | -
We been looking Tor you £11 night. We ran away Trom home,
“You gotta. take us, L |
. MOSES o
Is that any way o ask a question? Why'd you run away?
{moM Looks embarragged)

. CHEDY - .
That 'e why, and Master Ed beat him]

Tom stole a peagh,
K . MOSES

_ (Nobicas wound, 98ys gently)
You won't gei far ghealln® Tom,




i

T ooy,

' Ang ﬁh&nJ_Miﬁﬁ.NanQy gaid shs

- Moses, please take

1-3-8

o o MY oK
{Hambly) : .

HEDY .
38 Zonna sell Tol
- ' oM

(Pleading) '

us wlth youi We want a chance io grow

up-fres, I8 7 g0 back fto ¥Master Ea noW, he'll sall me down

“dver, and 1111 never have another chanece to get away,

We mean to be frea, Hedy.and me,

MOSES
And once you get free, what do you mean %o do?

' . TOM

I mean to be Aomebody...Not like Master Ed neither.. Bug
domebody I'a proud of ...ingide. Anpd Hedy's gonna be a lady.
A Pine lady, 1ike that lady from Bosgton, And shels

gonna learn- o read and write along with me; and.,.,...

. - MO3ES
(Interrupts laughing) = :
Well, now before you two ehildren turn into the Tinest lady
and the smartest gentleman that this world ever seen, ¥e gotta
get North fipgy, :
(Looks at the two gmall figures bafore
her, uncertaln that they can make the

hard journay)
But this fresdom train 18 goin' a long way. And the oad alin'ty

easy.,

MOSES .
You've got to Sleep by day, wallk by night. And never let
folka know you'pe about. Wateh me, You'll lears to hide as
well as T can. You gotta walk 50 quiet that there's not even
& dound of your bare I'eet on the earth. When you 8leep, you
gotta be mo quiet that there's not a sound of breathing.
Not & cough or a spseze, Onee thils traip starts, ainft

no turning back.

- TOM
Don s want to go back...ever]
HEDY
EVER, : )
: ' MOZES
You're sure?
oM

We'lve aupa,

(HEDY nods)




. - -, . .J.--‘J_ug_

‘ HMOSES

B * (Tooks -up 2t 8ky) . R
Ti's near daylight., We'll walt pight here. ~There’ll ba
tyo coming Lo meeb me here. _ ' .
- {Thoughtfully hakss out plgtol) . -
And T reckon there’ll be a neavy price on the man's hgad
T
I8 thas why you got 4 plstol?
HOSES. :

o protect us all, Tom. So no one falls off this train,

(Points to MNorth 5187) .
got to follow that star, and 1+'g a loag way off yet.

(Crouches in the bushed, S0 she ecan’

barely be sesn. HEDY crouches doun

vezide her) :

' . HEDY :
How can you tell 17 - youire looklng at the right one? .
MCSES St

That !s easy. ‘The gtar.up thers never movea. It deesn't vlae

in the Eagt or set in the West as the other staprs seen To,

Anyone walkiog towsrd it could use 1t &5 8 culde, because

1t never movea, .
~(To TG and HEDY)

Come on, chlldren, You've got o melt in with the buzhes.

TOH
Then you will take ua?
| HEDY
PLEASE]
MOBES

T never said "NO," yet.

(They hug each other, then exit)




AT ONE
Scens 2
SEITING : _ © A grass swamp ares,
' 7 There 13 an oak tpee with Spanish

mogs in the center, Thers are the
nolses of the BRanp at night. and the

g¥ish ol ths viver againgd the bank,

AT RISE: : JOE enters, followed by LiwDA. Jom
h : © 18 in his mid-thirties, handaome,
mugeular, and a fomerp overgeer of
& plantetien, ITIMDA is 17,
dalicate, gpolled and a formar
Jady 'y mald on a large planiation,

S : LYNDA

(81ts down)
Joe, I'm not walkin!? another gtep, I'm tired., We besn
wWalkin'! and hidin' fop a week now, since we met up with
Moses and the two children. If she’s so good at gettin!
people North, how come there aln't no mope along? And hoyw -
come wWe aintt theps yet? I thlaok the old women'’s crazy .,

' JOE -
“She ain't Crazy, Linde, 2o none of that foolish tall, Why,
& week's nothing, Scmetimes it tekes months,
: (Sits beside her) ' : _
Nothing 's happened to us yet elther, Linda, remember that,
You and me

gotta be carpeful, Remember we prupn away. 7T was
hlred out to be overseerp

of a plantation, and you were right
there in the Bilg House az a lady 's maid. They 're-gonna be
looking for us - seon - 1T they ain't looking glready.
There 'z o furning back Jjusi cauge your feet's aore,
it's a miracle ye ain't dead, LINDA. Ir it weren't for
Moges, we would pe, She sure do know where to hide out,

LINDA

(Sarcastically)
Strangs houses where we hide in secret roemg, or in poteto

holes in cabinsg, orp 8leeping a1} day in a hollowed out
haystack in the flelds, I thought T was gonna die from
chokin® in that stuff, T've had gnough,

: JOE
But you didn't die, S8ne knows what gheig doing.

- , LINGA
Joe, it ain't a woman's JoD to- lead

_ ud, "1t don't maks no
Benge, \ T

LT




'f-you_don't want o go with us, then you

- . MORES - -
‘ ‘ (Zrieis. with TOM end HEDY) _ '
‘Nobody asked whether I wag man or woman when ~Hhay put’ 20
axe in my hand or tlsd me by the waigt o & mule, - I bsen
doing man'a wopk all my 1ife. - I'm not afraid.
' {Gives TCM and HEDY a acarl from
. her neeck)- ' S
Here, Till this with all the berrles jou can find,

(T0M and HEDY work nzarby throughout
agens) - -

K ' , - C LINDA : !
Joz, I never should-have 1igtened to you, It's all your
fanlt with your fancy talk of a petster life.. Well, 1T
this 18 the 1life, I don't 1ike 1t. 1 thought you meant we'd
pave Some fun.. Well, I don't see no tables lined with food
or psople weleomin' us, My dreas 18 pearly torn off fpom
briars pokin' at 1%, and my feet are covered with bliaters

and gsoves. As far a3 I can Fee, I ain ™t no batter of'f than
T wag two wesks ago when I wasg 851ll s mdy's mald, I don't’
want to guffer like Inls for some ool notion in your head
“Tapout freedom. That's vook talk. All T wani now is Just
%0 eat and aleep vegular. EE P '
Lo e S J0B
0 {Angry) B e T
Just fome Tool notion? - I8 that what you ecall Treedom? ,
Linda, do you think your migtress would welecome you back it
you went and sald that to her? -You think she'd throw her
&rms around you and gay "Linda, honey, we gure dld mlss you,"

(JOE takes out & bowle xnlfe and
~sharpens 1n on rock $hroughout sceng)

e HOSES- - SR
Ttl9 too late, Linda., You're a TUNaway, remember thag. You
ean't g6 back, -You're wan

“han'a property until you erosi that 1ine further north. -If ...

: _ 111 die right hers,

T won't let you talk to anyone ., , .2nyone, you hear, about our
‘plang. -Too many lives &re at 2take, and one gcared skinny
young miss 1s not gonna atop my underground rallroad, and the
chance of Joe here and Tom 'and Hedy to go Tree,., ahd your
ehance too, ILinda, if you'd think a minute. '

o . CLINDA
~ (Subdued, but gtill eemplaining)

- T don's want o think., I'm tiped, None of ug waona Z0
fuprther, © It .aintt worth this +ravellin', foolsore, backs

achin’, ballles achin’,

' TOM
(Realizing how tired he i9)

When will We get there, Modea? -

ted dead or alive and you'pe another

%]




" thig Canada

AEDY

U (Jeining- in) . :
L don'i. waekon I ecan walle mueh fur#heri e

. o LINDA
R (Bittewn) ‘ o '
Besides what makes you so gupre it'11 be any better whan we
get North? At Jeast we were alive in HMapylend, Wharata
e 're heading for? - I nevar nzard of 1% before,
a North siar. Thars are as MENY SLaArs
it says so0 in tha
Horth star fowp
up ahove? We

This erazy talk .about
in the sky as grains of gand on the earth,
Bible, 3o how do you know which cine s the
dure? Have you got a #peclal message from
may be heading right baek Tor Mazyland.,

MOSES

- (Fivaly) : L
We'lre headin' for WILMINGTON, Delaware, and when you zot

there you'!ll be fed,

: LINDA
‘ (Skeptical) - :
Fed? S
MO3ES
(The time has come %o boost their

gspirits) ‘
Listen to me, There's & man in Wilmington, & quaker with a
wide brimmed hat. Ke czllg himself Thomas Jarratt. He
don't dress like us opr look like us, =.face a8 pale
ag cow's milk, but heis our friend and he's gonns give each
one of you a pair of phoes to wear North and fresh milk and

bread %o 2a% doon a3 we get there,

HEDY
A palir of shoes? Honest? Real shoes?
MOSES
New shoes,
TOM

(Uncertain)
M1lk? Bread? Do you mean 1t? Or are you just mayin’

1t to make us feel better?

MOSES .
No, 1t's true., Thomas Garrett keeps & pall of milk and &
loal of bread always ready, alwaya fregh, for God's relolaly

that come - %o hls door.

. LINDA
God'g poor, That sure 18 ug all vright,

: MOSES
He's got a shoe atore and one side wall of. this shos gLore
3Wings open., Behind 1t ig a whole room:Tor us where e can
be #afe and sleep before goln' on. . ‘ ;




C.2.13

S ¥ LIFDA -
. - {Sarcastically to JOE) .
Tn our new sheoes, Sure, Well, [ dontv belleve in. It
Sonnds like orazy talk. Storles., I want Lo knoe -whape
she 's really tzkin' us? S S

' MOSES :
Fop the last time we've goln' to Wilmington, Iive made
thils trip eight %imes, and watye made 1t safely. Scme
Polks say it can't be done, -But 1t ca2n, S Th owes., And 1T
w1ll be done once more, Sure 1%'s gonna ve hard, Aln'b po
use saying "Et'a gonne be eesy.' Bub you'll be free, T¥ou
can walk where you wanbt to and say what you want to when
you want to, You'll earp your oWwn money for your owWn WOrk.
vou won 't be in any chalps. And when you loek at the sun
emch mornin', you canh say, 'Glopy to God. I'm Iree and
T can become somethin'”  You ecan stand tall, Tom and Hedy;

nead High, Joe; preud, Llada.

) ) . LI¥WDA _ -
Proud, nothin', As I 3ee 1%, 14 still smounts to the 3ame
thing. You can work from 3un up +o sun down for Icmedne

elae,

JOE
No. Don't you understand nothling?

yourself, Aln't nebedy holding a whilp
there muft be a whole different fseling when you work for

yoursgelf, Liks there's pothing between you and the sun.
Up there in Canada, I hear Folks like ua go to school and gcme
do the teaching ln the sehool.  Ain't that something?
Scmethibg to llve up to? '

(Laughs softly)-
Maybe to tell my grandchildren.

LINDA

7 don't understand why you do all
Yhy do you bother with us, fer

You'lll be uorkin’ for
over you, I thlak

(To MOSES)
Just answer one queastlion,
+his. Make ithese tripd.
Angtance? .

- . MOSES -
We all God’'s children, sin't we? Somebody zot to geb you
free, and looks like the good Lord selected me this time
apound., Every time I g0 there's more to come back for.
‘When T was Tom and Hedy's age, T uged to see half sitarved
runaways brought back. I epied when.I saw some of them
Lranded with an "R", some w)th thelp ears cropped, some
whlpped, some gant South with a chalin gang +o work in the
riece Tlelds or ln the hot .sun of the sugar and couion
plantationa. 1 began 1o wonder aboult the other runaways
T dldn 't see come back, Master sald he's aold them or 1o
fpighten us he'd said that the dogzs ate them. "But I didn't
velisve it. .So T used 10 wonder how come  judd one of them




R

I11) help you,

o _ HOSES gﬂont’q; .
didn's come back o uj and ﬁard fibﬁs not iﬂUOS?iQLu» You
‘can do it ton’ ;I zuegs thal's why I done-1t. Thaib's why
. ‘keap soin’ haclk., BSo uﬂ@ ohherd 'wil; oy . o élf? “GLhem
’ LO\‘LF ge. : . .

- ~. LINDA : . _
Well, T ain®:c Ao hevo 1lke you. T'm goln' back. No one
treated me bad at the Blg Houss, I abe regular anyhow, and

T ecreznin! through 8yamps.

I slent at nlzhy instead o

#OSES
(Takes out platol, polnts il atv LINDA 'S
shoulder blades, calnly) _
Mo, itinda, thers’s no goln'! back on this roead,
or dla here. '

Hove ahead,

TR
I don't see what she came for in the First place.
LINDA
¥When Joz eame to me talkin' about freedom, T gobt 'te thinkia!
about, what he sald., The folks in the Big House treated
me all »ight. But after that, svery time I went to esat ithe
food burned with masiter ownin' 1t. Nothin’! was mine...
even the alr wss part of the property. And I knew Joe wasz
right. I waa just sanother piece of property to be 8o0ld
or beaten when they Telt like 1t. And then I asked myself
whai Joe asked, How can & handful of potatces and cornmeal
thrown at you taste -swest? How can clothlng thrown at you -~

feel soft? How can plantavion alr ever be fresh?

HEDY
If you feel like that, whait are you fussln' about?

LINDA

I dldn t know walkkln! to freedom was goin® to be 1llke this,

T know I ecan't walk clear to another couniry.

’ JOB

(Pleading) .
C'mon Linda, Don't rulin everything. Come with us, Please.
Moses will help you., Ain't no better

conductor in the whole underground Raljrcad You'!ll see.

We 'l make it..
(LINDA turnsg, glowly, to joln them)

‘MO3ES
: (Happy &t LINDA's decision) :
Ctmon pow ali of you marchl We got & long way to get
before daylighi, aﬂd this frnedom train ﬂinft malint any more

gtopy wonight.
TTh»J.bagin walking. Thers i1g the sound

The gound 12 low at flress

of nooibeats.
+=he Jcense

hut 1t inereassd Zn volume 53
progresses) .

Pty e s




o . JOE

. {in"a panic, Treszed) o
They 'we coming fov me, tloses. “geap Tem..
' (Sound of dogs in the distance
. o CTUOHREDY

(#rightened) - ‘
On, 18 Miss Nancy comin’ after ug?

. . LINDA,

(Stars to ery) '

Y told you, I told you. 047 Yalpe all gonna dlz,

MOSES -

8n. All of you. Break coff scme pine branches .
TOM

What for?.
HOSES

[y

(Tgnores him)
Linda, tear up your petilcoat.
dogs.. .

Walre gonna fool those

(7o brings over pine pranches and
LINDA and HEDY give her gtelpg of
patticoat. MOSES works ag she
Zalks) :

(Di%ﬁriﬁutes pine boughs and rags 10 each
a5 she talks) ‘

falke thig pine bough and take this rag and £ie & dail on
yourself that will brush behind you the whole way. That's
all the hounds 18 ever gonna smell 18 plain old plne tresd.,
Phig Fresdom traln 1s just atartin', It aln't got up

1ts high speed. And fears gotta ride on $hig train. Right
up front with us. Make friends with 1%, Shake its hand,
It 7s one of g¢he angels ¢hat's ridin® with us, protectin’

you, pemindin' you to be steady, 8ilent and capeful. It's
gonna get a lot colder as We get on - and you're all gonna
e ride, God willlin', we 're

go hungry. But at the end of th
gonne ve free. VWe're gonna ve free and gale and happy -

1f the zood Lord choodes 1%..

(They tie them on, HEDY starts o

lasugh at TOM) -

o HEDY

You look funny, Tom. ‘
' MOSES

Hush, chlld. ¥ot & sound., ‘Taks your
Joe, ®ake Linda'a hand,

brother's nand, Hedy .

(MOSES tekes HEDY'S hand)

- s

IR
ilalds g
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. HOSES {Cont'd) _ .,
Welra gonpsa nake & ohalp For, the next rew'milza.  When I
Squ you 3top. . A& I-fall %o the guound . you £211 do ths ground,

Don't bregthe a‘word _ - ' )

L

(The children start as i 1t's a game

How listen., Any old bedy ean go through thas Yoedg crzahlng
and mashing things doun like 2 cow, Thal's zasy. You goita
move like an Injun. So guist, even a blrd in the neat don!s-
hear you - and fly up. So quiet, noi even & 1eaf.makaﬁ A

rgtlie Not even = twigz crack# back on itgell wnen you

coms “n;ough them, . .
{Pointe to the a8tar, and shey
begin) '

Remember that's whare this traln i3 goln',

(This section should be chorecgraphed,
Az thay walk, MOSES stopa deed, Thay
2311 freezs, 8She listens.. They
Cecontdpue. Behind 1t a2ll, we hear the
gteady rhythm of horgss! hoofbeats and
the gound of hounds In pursuis, AL
one point MOSES drops to the ground, and
they drop too. The tensien and wzarlness
mount. Suddenly, MOSES points to the aky
and in the distance we hear a2 roodier
announeing dawn.  There 13 now 8llence
around them, and they realize they are
safe for the moment, The 8ky ig vislbly

lighter.
We've lost tham. We'pe gafe for awhils, Jog, gse 1T you
can get us a swamp ravhit. The rest of you alesp whille
you ecan.

(81lently they find spots to hide and
3leep amonzat the bushses and undergrowih,
MOSES kneels and prays. HEDY crawls to
hey and tugs 2t her slesve. MOSES goes

on praylng, HEDY tuge agaln)

. HEDY
(Whining)
I'm hungoy.

MOSES
Go o aleep, '
{Goes on praying)
_ HEDY
(Doesn 't Dudge)
T'm hungry, Ain't had nothin' to egt since yesterday.
. MOSES i : :
(F1rmly) : . :

. When you walte up, we'll gat .




‘ L L HEDY .
. But 1t chungry nows -0

- MOSES :
Yiell, ‘T reckonh we could 21l do 'with & good meal, Hedy; but
shers iZn't encugh food for that, Haybe iater soright Joe
will eateh us a Ivamp rabblb. ' '

HEDY -
T could eat & wyhole one mysell, Righi nov, Yithoud cooking
1% fivat, even. Mosed, when We gO underground, #ill theve

he Tood then?

MOSES
(Laughing geutly)
What are you talking about, Hedy ?

_ HEDY 1
Tom 3z1d you lad people underground and ¥nen they gobd
thepe, everybthing was. Tlne and beautlful - and when they
came up, they were fres, just like that. :
(She dtarte to'ery from expaustion,
hunger and fesr) : ‘ :

_ MCOSES

{Holds her in hér armz) :

Ch, honey, 1t ain'i gonna 'be 1like that. 1t '8 gonnad De on

thls real earth and we're gonna be creepln! North in tha

night through trees and swampg, becauge we'lve got wplenty
of ensmles arcund us by daylight. R

: HEDY
(Fresh outburst of scbs)
I wanna 2o home, I1-wanpa go nome.

MOSES

{ComPorting her) ' _
Sure you do, noney. And 1111 bet they're thinking of you
foo. Right now. Hedy, can you 8&2 +that star up there?

T migs Mams and Fapsa,

(Hedy looks up and neds)

T+1s almost morninl You can barely see 1% now. Bug it'e
travelled millions of miles 80 Fyou could see its light svery
nlght. And Li's $2llin? you to be brave, not to glve up
now, Millions of miles Jjust to tell you that.

, HEDY
(81owly, gueationingly) : _
egg 1f $hat star can go all that way, I guess T can g0
t+le further, maybe. Oply wien we gonna zet there,

ad, wWhen?
) MOSES |

Why, .honesy, we only been walking
I paekon we'll be in Wilmlpgton sooi.,
¢lear fo Canada. ' : '

Zu
1i
Hos

Hom o

4

2 little more than a week,
But then we gotts 50
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BT £he man whe 'a Zonna
alyy color I want?

~If some people find out Mr., Gap

Secarad that you and

- . HEDY S
Yhy we gotta go @il that Hay? Uhy can i we Just stay
zlve us 21l new shozs? Can 7 pleok

R - CMOSES o
Them shoes iz t0 help you wall and the eolor does noh
mateer. Any more of that lagy zirl alk, and you won'd
get any shoes at all, Migs Hedy.
HEDY

, (Subdued ) : :
13 Canada very fap? Fery cold?

#OSES
Yes, 1t 1s.
HEDY
Why do we have to 20 80 Tar?
MOSES
Didn 't wged to, Hedy. Bui geven years ago id 1850-..
HEDY
What happensd then?
MOSES

tHow ehkild, iFf vou'd gtop askin' g0 many questions and glve ™
me & chance to angwer, I'd tell you, Seven years ago the
government passed a law, Saild runavay glaves couldn't have .
a trial by Jury. Said they 'd punish anyone Ltryin' %o

help us esgecape,

HEDY
Punish?

MOSES : '
rettls helpin' us, they may

Just put him in jail.
HEDY
Why?
‘ MOSES :
Because the law gaysg they can, Sometimes folks who spe
scared act like cowards and sometimes they pass laws to make

them sound brave. They call the law the New Fugitive
Slave Law., Sounds important. Buk inaide you know the men

who padsed it were Just scared. -

‘ , ) HEDY
Scared of what? Of me? What for?
Nelther would Tom, - You Just ask him,

‘ HOSES

Lowouldn’t hurt no one.

free..to stapd Fall,

Tom.and others like you really mean to be-

TRy




o (Crlsply) :
. 8p aince I cen't Lrudt Unele "Sam

7 goita take.'sm £ven fipther,.up ¥
jge me you'rs gonna learn to

rs gonna.amount +o gomethinl

2 goes Hedy. gnela some

- gev there,. you gobta prom
‘pead, Hedy, and wpite and you
and Tolks ars gonna 3ay, "har
fine peave girl.' .
. HEDY
1.9 gonns try, Moved.

Tin reslly goO0

| 1219
" uesES (Cont’d)

4itn our people no longer

o Canada, Add when He

na twy, Bub I don't

" phink 111 -ever be as DTAVE ag you.

. ' MCSES
Hush, now, Noney.
goow Uup tallsr,

Ycu_éleep awhile.

You gotta reat 0

(futs her shaul spound her.

gipgs solftly s -chorusd of
MOSES . o
ights ecme up 80Itly
indicate the day has T

"GO DOWN

and than fade TO
assed'and~it.is

nom twilignt., MOSES 15 asleep with HEDY

"in her arms. LINDA end
nearby.
., urgently)
AR . JOE -
L (Whispers) o i
T want npear tha road. %
1poked lilke a horse heamn
agn. Looks llke tney lost tnhis of
o MCSES
(Picks up poster)

TOM aps &sleep,
JOE enterds ‘shakes MOSES

T 1y aﬁyone'arouhd.‘:ﬁut 1%
had gone by = nayhe &

Pew hours
the Way.

A ruhaway poster. About you Jos?
ST (e neds) e 3
_ read 1% to me.
| | JOE

‘ (Scang it) = .

tRenard, $1000. Wanted alive., Ve

- man. First,time‘; ever heard that

o '  MOSES

Does 1t gC on to glve your name &an

. S UJOE
) - {Noda. readd to himself,
igeligved o be headlng North."
PO

(incredulous) )

Josi Gan you read?t

Juable man.” Valuable

d description Qf you?

then aloud)

P S
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. Enough fo knowtus pe in trodble, o

LS

S T erT i i

JOE

q | TOM
T (Wudging HEDY)
Hedy, Joz can really pead]

) HOSES
{Jumps to ner Teeh, wakes LIMDA )

Come on children, We'ra gonna have to lsave thig placa, .,
novi,,.f'ast. We'lre s:111 in danger. %We'vre gonna wads in
the water 8o no one will Zee our footprintz. We zolia [2de)
& long way tonlght, apd =ven your breathin's godta pe g0,
We're in froudble, . Scmeone 's lookin'® fon uws and lookin!t risht
around hers, and if they find ug, we'lll never live %o tell

abhout 1%,

(LIGHTS DIM to ghow padsage of

- bime. LIGHTS UP, Ihey are making
their way precariously along the river
bank} : . :

TOH
(Whisperﬂ)

Moges, T'n eoig,

MOSES
Sh.,

(Clap of thunder. HEDY starts 4o
Screeam and TCM covers her mouth.
LIGHTNING flashes 1o the sky)

LINDA
Storm comin?, We betnier gtop and Tind shelter.

_ . MOSES
No shelter tonight. We gotta keep movin'., If the heavens
all open up, we gotta keep goint, Only a few more mileg
and then we cen gtop. We've got to crosg thet line into

Delaware or nothin' will matiep agaln,

. - IO
Modes, it'g beginning to rainl
MOSES
I know, heney. Praige God there's no moon and there’s a fog
rollin’ in, Ain't no one.gonna see us tonight, Youlve been
out before in the rain, Hedy. Dldn't hurt you before, Won't
hurt you now, Vou Just follow ae. ' .

HEDY
How do you know we 're even goin' ip {Ghe

can't see the North Star now,

o,
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“a

o LR HMOSES T
cing NEre, and I'11 ghow you. you - feel the bark on the
vge, thlg way,  There, gafi you Peal -hhe gide the mos3 i3
hickest ona? ' CL ’

HEDY
(Feels tree) .-
CYES] ' :
- - T
Wnat good does that do? .
WeSES .

Phe porih side of the tree hardly ever gets sun, That mesns
41378 the north glde where +he mpsg grovws thickest. '

: : ST TOR
Tt'a cold, I ainlt pever been 80 cold
. , . HOSES . .
 {1ifts ner head up, $aklng 1n the-
alp. It is snarp and blting. She i2
: bl 1adt) e
There's @ north wind, Tom, .
bve frost on ths ground tonight. Pralse Godl
therel ‘ I ‘ . .-

hefore, HMoasg.

- Come clear from Canada. ‘Thers’ll
Ya'lre gelling

{Stope)

Ye cross the rivar there,
{She Bieps into
pf .the-gtage, S0 they
wing=) o .

T+ i3 the narrowedt DATD .
the viver -- on the 3ide
wlll exit into the

T = LI
you gonna wade that riverl
R MOSES | o
Runnin' water leaves No trace, And we gobta cross it here.
‘We gctta eross that lins. - STy L
R S . pINDA s
That does 1t. I'1l wade DO fpeezin® water for no crazy
%’Iﬂmﬁn a : ' -

(JOE Follows MOSES).

: " JOE
“T'm coming Mcases.
. TOM
Too0k, it's up to her kneed.,
“LINDA

ih78 up wo nis yalalh,

[OR——
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o o - - HERDY -
T¢'8 28 high as Moges ' chinl
(Pause, Thay watch, fearing the
worgl)
TOM, HEDY, LINDA
They made itl
LINDA -

Joe's waving from the other slde. He's coming bsek o

- help ug, COlmon children, Welpa cregaing voo.
(Grasps their handa. Realization)
No wonder they call heyr Moses|

(They start)

CURTAIYN

L ELS Y
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The lnterior of THOMAS GARRET!s
Quaker home 1n Wilmington, Delawave.
We see the front voom, & shoe store
with & front door up center, Up

' right iz an old wooden desk and
cnair, Stage right on the dlazonal
iz a wall lined with shosa boxez,
A Tew Doots and shoes are dlsplayed.
In front of the wall ave chalvs for
customers., Ong pansel of this wall
leads to the secret room stage left.
The room 18 dark and windowless. On

the floor are a few pallsts and -
blenkets to 1ie on. At She back of .
this vroom there is a water pitcher, 5
basin, and a thick candle on a stand. M
_I% 1s just befors dawn., We hear - . sy
. thres knocks 1n rapld succession.: o
This is repeated a second dime, o
. %
THOMAS )

{Enters, wearing traditlonal guaker
garb, sppropriate for the late hour.
He opens the door slightly)

Wno goss there? -

B e T

w

MOSES |
¥ (8he uses the secrey;
S I have four peycels wlth me.

Frilend,

DATENEE PR A

s

THOMAS
- {Opens the door wids)
come in guickly, frienmds, I have room and thee are welcome.
(HEDY 4s half asleep. THOMAS carries
ner in., JOBE carries LINDA, who is .
i11. MOSES and TOM enter) : |
Sit down, my frieamds, 51t down. :
(Carries over a pall of mllk, ladle,
and tin cups)
T am glad to see thee, Moses. I was not sure 1f thee was allve
or desad.

(Serves milk)

- - MOSES
Alive, praise the Lordl But I have a rlsky cargo. Joe-here
hnas $1000 on his head,

IR T AT T A R A BN e T

d

' o THOMAS |
‘ (Takes a loaf of bread from desk and
slice '
v

AL

>
"

. ces 1%) - : ,
Joe...vas.,.T think I 3aw the nostar, We shall do our best 0.
make sire no one gats that reward wndle you are here. .

AR

m.,
apt
\
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HHE G

- THOMAS {cCongd)

. NN
I8 the glyl i11e -

i : : ‘ )
) JUE

Iinda’s been bad since yeztarday, '
THOUAS

Let us hope that rest will help, for I darz not oail 2 doctor.

‘ . HEDY
{Wakes up slsepily)
Hoses, I'm hungry.
- THOMAS

{With affection)’ -
1 Zee thee are hungry, ehlld, and tirsd. Thaes mist have food

and rest. And we will start with the foodl

HEDY
{To TOM)
Wy does he talk so funny?
oM

Shi Moses said he was a Quaker, and they all valk that WaY .,

Munching the bread)
Everything's just Jike Moses 83id,

, THOMAS
I gee thee will need new shoes.
: . HEDY
It was all tyue. It really wasl
| THOMAS

(To MOSES)
Can thee rest here today?
Theve 1s more danger at pr
_ LINDA
can't g0 on, I can't.

This evening I will send you om,
esent than before,

More danger, Loxd, I

MOSES
She hag been 111 g8ince yesterday, but we had to get to your

house before we could risk atopping.
(THOMAS puts his hand on her forehead

to see 1f she has & femparature)

: LINDA
(Shakes him avay}
Nol Nol do suay .

)

THOMAS
: {(Gently)
Thee needs rest snd nrare, I will do what T can, 8i%t dowm
for a momant, friend. . ‘ -

B ELiena n
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; S TIMDA
8o fired. . So Lived, ‘
‘ © (Dozes ofT]
1 : HEDY -
Thank you oz ithe bread, Mv., Garrety
EARI!
. And dhne nmllk,
HEDY

, {Tmpatiently)
And will we-veally get shoes? HNew shoes?

- - MOSES
- (Laughing) :
Hedyi i
and one right here. ¥e would be lost without your nelp,
' THOMAS
Thee knows, I hope by now, that your knock will naver go
unanswered as long as I live 1n this houss. .

MOSES

. {Gratefully)
¢children, this 1s our greatest friend ia the Nowth,

: THOMAS
(Shakes hils head)
No.

{Bumbly)
Tt is HE that inspives us to do the work he reguires of our

hands, and it 1s HE that is your greatest friend. Moses, I
am glad to see thee' 1n good health and rsady for achtlon,
\ Softly to her so ehildren won't hear) :
The highway iz nob safe. Some slaves escaped nzaxrby and thers
is great excltement. None of us are safe. They suspect I

helped, .
- (To TOM and HEDY) .
mhee had better hide now and sleep out of sight.

TOM
T don't see a vlace to nlds,
('HOMAS ‘pushes wall panel and
panel springs open)

Where?

HOM
Look at thatl

HEDY
A Becret rooml

THOMAS

" Here thee wlll be safe. Rest now. Thee has a long journey
ahead, T wlll call thee when it ig time to lesave, when 1t
18 safe, T ' - : o

Ha parries 1n remainder of food and
milk. J0B assisvs LINDA, puis her on
pallet. HOSES, TOM, HEDY walk 1n)

Thomas Carrett there are two North Stars, one in hesavan
J 3
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LinaA-©
: . (#alf amleep) o
s Whers am I7. 1% looks dike Jail,
© - [Beging %o ery)

N C T THOMAS
I will 3dight the oandlas,
{fights candle)

{Exits) closes panel. TOM and HEDY
tle down, MOSES .adjusis the blankets
Over them and JOB puts a2 blankes DVeyr
LINDA. - THOMAS 81ts at his desk 1n zhe
front rocm, lights a lamp, takses a
quill pen and dipg it into +he ink not,
He writes the following note)

, Thomaz Garrett? ‘
1 - (As he puts his pan down, there is 2 loud,
H sharp knock at the door. GARRETT. looks
s ' Surprised, snuffz cut cendle and hides
. letter., He opens the donp slightly)
Who goes there?

(Two men force theix way in, one
Tlourlzhing a plstol aud the other
2 bowle knife. They look around
briefly)

15T MAY
Where are they? o

- 28D MAN
Where are they hiding?

{In the secret room TOM wakes up. He
Ilgtens terrified by the wall, MOSES
- and HEDY wake up., HEDY Btarts :to ask
2 question. MOSES covers FEDY's mouth
gently, hugs her, adjusis. her blanket,
MOSES and %WOM listen intently while
others Sleep)

THONAS
Friend, thee has wakened me, . Pray lower thy voice,

L8 Haw

Out with it. Yhere are they?

1
2
£
38
5

80 thee will not ba Fearful,

We'll wake up the whole household if ve have ftoc, Come
(3]

But thee must bs gilens. One 8negze, ons ory, one oough,
and thee will bs found 17 “hers are unexpecied visitors.,
Rest, ay friends, and finish iy food, but in silencs,

"To Williem S4311: Philadelphia, Respscted friend, this
2vening I send %o thee Ffour of God?s 'poor, May success atiand
them in thelr efforts %o malntaln themsalves, Pleass sand

» word whether or not thome sevan aryrlved safe, I,wrots theg of
ten days ago. My wife and self are as sver thy friends,




) : ‘ THOMAS ‘ _ o
I¢ you mean wy wife, she is upstalrs and I pray not sakened by .
your loud molse, 1 am, ad thee can spee, awake and in fromt
of you,though thee knows CGod meant for good menm T0 sleap until
LN N b
cng 3un rose. : : - .

i o 18T MAW
i He know you've got slaves here, Garrsli, 3o you can cub pub
h the holy talk. ' '
3 (Flourishds knifs) |
Seems Lo mMe you lost all your property once before for nelping
alaves and glving them breakfasil Heard you lost all you owned.
Did they thank you for 1t, Thomas Garrett. Did they?
- {knife 1g near his throat)
IF you cooperate with us, Garreby,youlll 1llve a 1ot longer,

i ' , FHOMAS
1+ (Calmly pushes aside weapon. With

4 _ disdain) ]

LR ' Yo one but s coward resoris to such means to carry out hls ends,

21D MAN .

;é ' We'lrs after sleves, Tom CGarrvett. Mot sermons.
1 | THOMAS
H In my home, and desplie what you may hear, 1% 1s 8till my
3 home, it 18 thes word of fod thes will hear, end none.
g other, If thee does not like 1%s peaceful sound, thes 1is
1 free to leavel
1 18T MAN
E (Changing his tachics)
fS gazrrett,we know they're in here somewhsre. FEven if you can

I nide them for thres wesks, when they snsak oul, we'll gel
«. them. Thers!s $1,000 on the man,..he won't get away. Not witn

that price on his headl

TEOMAS
(Tries o hide his concern)
Thee has strange information. Xow comes thse by 137

 2HD MAN
By Poster, Garreti,all over the country. A
vou can't get away with It any longer.

So they are herel
. B - geod description too.
g The law willl catch up with you.

THOMAS |
My law is @God's law, Ir thee does not respect 1%, thees is not

welcome in my home nor has thee a right to be here.

gt Tt

: : 20D MAN :
Wwe'll catech you helping them soon enough, Garrelt, We'll gev

you and-put you out in the atreet with no place-to go. See 17
vour fod protects you then, Welre Jjust weiting...and remamber,

the new law 18 on our side.

A . : . THOMAS
It's the D=vll's law!
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HENEER o)

' ' ST MAT : ' .o
Call 4t what you -will,.."Devills Law or Wew Fugibive Slave
Law, T 4t was passsd saven years azo and It bBasn'i basn

. changed,

i

CEWD MAN ‘
retis memory., A man can lose all his
1

[
stanpces ho a8lavas.

‘Let-us refresh Mr. 0ai
- broperty for giving food, shelter and ass
-Or have you forgovhen so gquickly,

THOMAL

‘There.are no slaves in my nouss. In the past, Oods poor
. have pasaed through, but 1n Hls syes we are all squal,

{Reflects) L o
I am not sure what Hlg opinion of thee would be, -

. However,
. , -
: ) 18T MAN 7
: : I'm warning you, ir you've got fugltive slaves in this house,
' now, they won't get past the Delawere border. There. aye
police at both ends of the bridge and even &t other ecrossing

points. .
' ‘ . THOMAS
: - Thank you for the werning, gentlemen.

{Firmly, ushering them out)
I have only & few dollars left in the world, but 1f thee
know & fugliive who mesds breakfast, send him %o me. :

-‘ - 2HD MAN
Garrett,you'll gzo %o prison.

. THOMAS
If thls be a erime for which ons goes to prizon, then thare
‘nust be some excellent people there. Fow 17 thee will excuse
me, I have work to do. Tha sun is up., An appropriate moment
for & night call to end, I think.
{Opens door and Firmly ushers them
out. He stands there sgalnst the
door for a noment t0 recover from
the ordesal, His wife appears)

_ ’ SARAH
Agaln, Thomas?
THOMAS
Again,
SARAH
Will they not let us sleep?
' THOMAS
They know, .
q SARAH
Who is hera, -
- THOMAS

Moses snd four others. Thev want the revward MONET «
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TROMAS .

And they wiil zeturn to him, @y dear, rnever fear.

SARAH -
Oh, Thomas, 1t isn't falr. Some say women are weaker than
men, dut look at Mosez, She's gone back sight tlmes -- alons,

‘desplie the danger, to free more glaves -- a handful at a

Hlme. Thatis all zhe can take., And 20 ghe will go, agaln
and agalin, until she diez o until the woxrld comes o lug
senses. Is it right that suech & woman should have to crawl
along, tree by tree, and pray o pass uvunoticed, whlle other
men are free by 1ﬂq to hunt her down and be honored for the

deed?

THOMAS
My dear, be glad she gogs unnoblced and yat I wilsh 1t were
more unnoticed, Aand as for honor, That will come soneday.

God chooses $Lronﬂ people to do his work, but he never
promised 4ny that it would be sasy. Dld the men waks thea?

SARAH :
The nolse did. Thomas, he had a2 gun., I saw 1t,
t0 be the very shapes of & devil.

THOMAS

It seenmed

{Plim, calmly)
Yes, he had & gun, Bui we have veason and human kindness on

our slde,

SARAH ,
On, Thomas, 1is tbaL any good. abalnst a ﬁnife and a2 ;un?
THOMAS
Yes.
(Pause)
Provided we know how to usea them.
, SARAK
How 10?? will Moses stay?
THOMAS

I'11 send them on tonlght, but not by the way I plannsd.
That way is oo dangercus, now, There wlll be police at the
entrance of the bridge. That much lnformation I just
recelved from the Devilis own aldes.

SARAH

How, then?

THOMAS
‘PSi S ‘Lniﬂﬂiﬁ.ﬁ')
A Twlend d“ives the briclk layers across the bridge to work...
Yes, yes! That's a com@on snough sight, The men go ovexr
singing and shoubing, ¥o one shops vhem. And at . nlghfall
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; 208,
) | : : | E THOVAS (Comtld
they veturn.  Btil) siagine and ahouiting, = Mosas, only hroughi

[a) .

P 7 5 *

. cfour, TTes,. they cah lds on e botibn of the wagon A - vadey
Ye & '

o the beavds. Yes, ' ¥as, We could do A%,
y . ‘ {Jovilal o _ i : _
Make p layus brea&fastj ¥Mra, favyehy’ Tim henmay BriOUgn for
81lx Deopls this moralng., '
SARAH
§ {Laughing) o
Thomas (Gerzett. T'n glad I marvied {¢hae,
] THOMAS
Wyt
SARAH

My mother always said a man with such a big appetita st
have as big a heart as well. Tggs For them, Thomag?

. THOMAS ' ,
Tes. Fggs, mllk, bresd., Two are ehildren, Barah, They are
very thin..,frightesnsd, ' .

‘ SARAH
And sggs and milk for-thes, Thomas. Thee looks thin, too,

; , ‘ THOMAS
= Nonsense, with all those blgbraakfests thae makes!
o , SARAH ’
45 They zo to othera. T lknow, Now, promlse me, Thomas. Thee

; needs nourishment teo, to go on with thy work.

: (Bxits).

: THOMAS :

M IT they escape this time, 1t will be CGod's miracls, I7 o
one sees them, and 1f they don't suffocate,..but it's the
only way...the only chancef..we’ve got %o try itil

: CURTALN
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Scene 2

The outskirds of Wilmington, There
is 2 byridge golng from WP rcangar
to down left, Down righlh thewe 1s
& large bush, Several townsvzople
2rpss the brldge. BSARAH crosses
with 2 market besket., The %o nen
are standing at the gdge of the
bridge waichlng each passerdy.
First man smokes a cilgar. Second
man doffs hils hat when he sges
"SARAH, A policeman stands on duty,
watcehful.

. : ZND MAN :
Good morning, Malam. Fins day. (Clear as can ba., (an sz .
for miles.

187 MAW

I was just saying iﬁ was nlce WEﬂtner to stand here and hava
a snoke,

SARAH

(Coldly)
It's a fine day for work, gentlemen. I wonder that thes hast

none to kesp thee busy.
(Exi+s quickly)

-, 18T MAW
(Nudges the other)

. Mo work, she saysi By midnight you and I will be 81,500

richer,

2§D MANM
$1,500722 - :
18T MAW

(Sorry ne mentioned 1t)
Dida’t you know. Reward's gone up. Five hundred dollars
more. ] _ .

28D MAN

How do you know we'll catch them by tonight? Maybe they

got away already. -We haven't sesn anything,

- LST MAL

Well o, ]OH don" sxpect tham to walk up and Sayj "Here T am.

Go get your yeward.” The trouble with you is you're lazy,
You bﬂtﬁer do your shaie of the work or youlll 105° your
share of the money. -

———— wwm R Wy om
2




' Cos o ZNOD-MA
fou're the ong who's stamding here. smoking a Wil
clgar. Don't Gy 46 thresten me. :

’ ] : 18T MAY .
Take At sasy, Maybe yon siloold just lsok undes the bridga.,
Maybe they're ereeping along bhe rdvexr bank.

. 2D HMA
Why ma? Why donlt you go? Afraid to geh sl on your shoen?

. : 15T HAN
L 30T o sband here and wateh the road,

_ 2WD MAY
Oh, all right, Anything coming?

{Seunds of silnging and shouting in
distance)

18T MaNM
Just the brlck layev’s wagon coming up. Same as usual, They
sure do make a racket. GO on, hurry up.

{(2ND MAW gZoss. . A wagon
makes 1¢s way across the hyidge slowly.
Two men are singing, walking bzgide the
cart, They are stopped by the POILICEMAN.
One adjusty the reine and the other checks
the wagon wheels)

POLICEMAN
HALT! Cargo?
. BRICKLAYER
Bricks. Same as usual,
POLICEMAY .

Oh, it's you two. Go shead. o need to cheek your wagon,
{2ND MAN reappears, reports to 187 MAN)

END MAN
Nothling. '

187 MAM 7
Let's go and check the other side of town, He's 3topping all
the traffic anyway, so they can't escape over this end of the
bridge. o i ’

- (They exlt, Wagon turns off bridge
and goes Lo bush. BRICKLAYER walks
to back of wagon, knocks thise timeg.
Slowly, painfully, MOSES, HEDY, TON,

IINDA and JOE creep out, ALl are

wearing new shoes). i




N .
T tn, amsanems e, e sy e e

; BRICKTAYER ,
I don't dare stop long, Good Iuck.
RON

r'manJ 3eanaiful new shoﬂsa flelze aiab ﬂbv b

Tk

. F0S5ES
This wayl Mot a aocund.

TOM

Ain't we Trze yet, Moses? I?m_%i$§d.

MOSES

Mean $o be free, Tom, 3Bub we ain't ?rﬁe ‘yet, Fow, down on :

you¢ Dellies and crawll

(They do 80, Thézﬁggﬁn moves on) ‘

HOTE: Tz woodeq card b avaiiab183 the scens can be nl ayed
2liminating crossing of the car% and elimirat%ﬂg the

character of the policeman. ' If the cart is eliminated,

‘have TOM, HEDY, LINDA, JOE and NOSES CTEesp out from
-behind ﬁhe bush,' ' : . :
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OLIVER JOHMSON's Anui-Slavary
Offiee, New Yovk Olty, 1857%. dn
the wall there ig 2 large poster
wnleh reads $1,500. In The upper
left hand corner is a black woodeus
28 a spall sunning fisures with s
gtick over hiz shoulder, 2 oundls
_ tizd $o Thé end of a silek and
. anovher stlek in his hand. Thia
‘“ is the symbol of the yunaway slave,
The legend reads:; "Joes Balley wan
away from his subacylber on Saturday
night Detobexr 12, 1856. He 1s aboui
51107 in helght, chestnut color,
bald head with a remarkadle skin.
$1,500 to anyone who willl -apprahend
. s2ld Joe Ballsy and lodge nim
: gafaly 1a jail at Aston Talbor
County, Maryland." OIIVER JOHNSON
is at his desk. MOSES, ETDY, TOH,
LINDA end JOE enber. MOSES is
dresgsed in & man’s sult., Thers ars
briars clinging to 1t. It is old,
worn and snagged. She wears a felt
hat and men’s shoes on her fesil,

: _ DLIVER JOBNSON
Harriet Tubman] We just had word from William Sti1l in
Philadelphia that you were on your way.

(Glances at Poster on wall and

: 8tudies JOR) :
And thils 1s Joe Bailsy, if I'm not mistaken., I an glad to

gee the man who 1s worih $1,500 to his master.

_ JOB
: (Trembling) '
‘Mr. Johnson, how did you know me?
7 OLIVER

(Points to Poster) :
‘The poster’s right here in our offlez and the descriptlion's

50 close that no one could mistake 14, Welcoms, Sit down,
all of you. How did you get here? '

HEDY | )
‘We vode at the hottom of a brick layeris Wagon out of
Wilmington.
QLIVER

(Laughs) L
- Well, they'd never think to look thexrs, for you.

i i R R A TR A Y T s
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 What'd you do, Joe?
“for you? Nobody SgemB even $0 mlgg me

CYou jusid tnank the good Lord thay aﬂnfs out leokin' Tor you,
A_child ' - . o

-dr, Martin hirad me out every dayo

“lzggon after I was gold was & beating.
-worked from early morning to late &t night, -8un and réin,

I ask, 13 freedcn Lo be & man, to earn 2 1iying;

‘M, Johnson, they can't #bop me now.,

wizht on going Norbh the 3ame way we got here?

: : ' MOSES - .
Children, this . ia Oliver Johnson, head bf the. ey York
sntl-8lavery. oIllce.,  And this iz Hedy and Tom. : o
' " (They snﬁkﬂ hands) v - - ‘ '
] AJJC] i.ll f\da
(Tney shake nﬂﬁdﬂ)
' , OLIVER :
Tim glad o 8ee $wo sueh brave children., I'm glad to sea
all o { you,.. here, and safle,
JOB

‘you recognlzed
gv

But® MLQ Johnson; what sm I golng to do pow?
er goinf to

e
me, and you never even @aw me before, hovw & Te

- make 1%, 415001

(he buﬂieé hia head 1n his arms)

e
(ﬁdmi?inc poster, tracing figure

with his finger) o
How come Shey're H1111nﬁ £0 E&J 0 much ' S

¥

MOSES
(hugﬂ TO%)

JOE ' : ; N
I way an oversear of 3
plancatlone Aﬂd then I was Sold +0 the same man I'd been

working for, 51,000 down and $1,000 to came. My first
Even though I'd

It didn't matter to him, My Tirst - lezgon wilth my new master
wag & beatlng., "And I wenl %o Moses' Uncle B@ﬂ and jusi Sﬁid,
“ﬁext tine Moses comes, let me kdow, -

- (Suddenly Bngry, . rippinv poster frcm

wall.and crumpling 4%) - :
¥s11 they c¢an't stop me now. They can’t,, All I want, all-
to ralsge

a famlly, buy food for 'em, clothes Tor lem, and someday maybe
& house for em, A man’s got to do what he thlnks is right
and say what he belleves 10 Dr_else he's .no better off than a
stvay Aoz picking up scraps.: I want to get to Canada,  And

when I get there I want %0 breathe the air,.. freg &irl
How far. off 1s Canada?

: OLIVER , -
The way youl!ll be going, itnree hundred miles o Niagara falls
on the train., Whan you eregs the vige in the teagxa, Jou‘ll

he on i the other %ide and you!ll be, frae,
JOE

Waive golng on bthe treln? An open traln?. Shouldn 't we keep




and fields they'l) be watchis

) ’ ) i
) 9,,)3.», JI'.' .

S : - OLIVER

Hot in dhe winter. You'd feeeze in the cold inside of a

weel s Begided, the tralio's so obvlolly, fthey wWon't aven

think of looklng Loy you there, Yt'2 the road, ditches
1%, And 1% '3 bhree hundred

more miles, remzmbep, -

_ HEDY
All thal way to go, just to ba free?
TR

_ (To HEDY) _
Moaen told uw belove, it'8 & leong walk Lo fresdom,

: _ OLIVER - -
And Mogz3 has walked 1t nearly nine timez, Do you gtill
remember the {lrdt time, Moses? -

A _ MOSES
That's the time I remsmber mosh,

2 o TOM

Why 9

. MQOSES
Well, I crossed the line Into the free gtate of Pennsylvania
Just a3 the sun was eoming up. I looked at my hands to gee
1 I was the same péraon, noy I was fres., There wag such &
glory over everything. The sun came like gold through the
treed and over the flelds, and T felt like I was in heaven.

(Group sits trensfized. MOSES
~laughs gently)

But there was no one to welcome me %o the land of freedom.
I was a gtranger in a strange land. And I gat down and
thought, "My home is after all way down 1in the old eabin
quarter pight there with the old folka =nd my brothers
and sistera." I was free, and they should be free too. I
decided to try =nd make & home for them up here in the
North and the Lord helping me, I would bring them all here.
Ch, how I prayed than, lying =211 alone on the cold damp -
ground. I didn't have no friend then, and I nseded help.

. OLIVER _
Harrlet, Harrlet, you've got to be careful now, There's &
$40,000 reward out for your capture. I don't know how you've
done i% 8o far.

MOSES
With the Lord's help ---and yours.
' _ OLIVER
I wisn T could be more help. But this much
20T your traln tickets hers,”
(Hands them ticketa)

T can do., I've

Vo




_ 2315
. OLIVER {Consid) '

©Apd here are’ T1ve Bibléd. There 's 2 Bible'meeting up North
. S Cathering, Thatls pasgt tha border, and youips

89102 to i{ .o 1P anyone mska,
’ {Rands Lhem blbles)
| HEDY

But, I can't pead]

: OLIVER
Herels your Fips: lessgoen.,
(Demonstrates ) ‘

These white bages aiways belong on the right side when the
g0old letters ars on the top. The Gold letters spell Bible,

BeluB-1-7,
HEDT _
Tmn...IIm_learning to read, jJust like you gaigl
: (Traces letters with hep Tingers)
OLIVER

I he accepis your ﬁf&keﬁsy

Wateh out for the conductor,
halg ohe of us and he’ll lisg you erosg the border,t Ir
he decesn™, be brepared 0 jump off that train. Agd don't
talk 1o the passengers, They mey sound friendly to fool
you, but they may just want to get a better look at you.
belore they iry to collect the reward money. Ksep your
he2ds in these Hibles. -And you better leave now, Moses, you
know the way 4o the station. .

(They all start out gxceph

LIMDA who s1%s there)

LINDA '
Moses, I want o be free Just like Joe said, you know T do,
But I'm tired., T Just don't think I can keep on going
300 more milles, I don't want to go to no Caenads,

HOSES .

Remember? If I canit tru3t Uncle Sam with
I can bring 'em up ¢lear to Canada,

and that's what T plan to do. There's two things you got

& right to: Liberty or death, T¢ you can't have onse, you

can have the other, But no one, hear né, no one is gonnsz

take any one of us allve, ever, I never rar my ivraln off

the track and I never Jlost a 8ingle passenger. We can

fight for oup liberty as long ag oup strength lasts, and

when the time ccmes for me to go or for Jyou to go, the Tord .

w111 take us in. No oge elde! I don't want t¢ hear no

more talk of givip! up. Three hundred miles} Why that's

nothing! Thiaok how many mlles we come go ‘Tap|

Mean to be free.
ny people no longer,

LURTATN
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Scens 4

. _ Stags Righi, a rpilroad ecar,
Sbawe left, The platform between
ard., The frain ia bound Pfov
Niagara falla, Canada. MOSHS,
TOM, HMEDY, JOE and LINDA apre
1bauﬁd, pﬂﬁuendjnv o #tudy thein

Biblas,
 CONDUCTOR
(Offszage) :
Next 2iop. Niagara Falls, Dntafio Tickets, all tickets, -
pleageu . i
HEDY

(7o ToM)
Doesg that mean Canada? Are we nearly thepe?

TOM .
Shhhh , Yeg. Make believe you're asleep, o he canit aslk

nothin', And hold your book up, 86 he'll think we fre
Tree and go to achool. Remember what Mr. Johnzon told Jou,

(TOM studies Bible cover, whispers)
Hedy, which way does it go? '

HEDY
(Looks at it cqrefully, turna 1% right
gide up)
This way.,.I think)

(CONDUCTOR enters car, TCM
nLdges HEDY)

TOM
Shhhh.

CONDUCTCR
You young Tolks have tickets,
(HEDY nids and gives him tilekets.
CONDUCTOR examines tickets and looks
at them carefully. He looks at MOSES,
JOE and LINDA)
You all fogether?

(They look at one -anothern
apprehenglvely. There 19 a paude,
Slowly, MOSES answers)

A P RAL Ik S B L U K|
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MOSES

ether,

gCJ
‘ - " CONDUTTOR
tham 211 ¢losely =again.
zive me your tleckets, I won't bother
Jgou can go right on with your Bible
meeting

We lve -fo

Heartily)

COMDUCTOR

{(Looks ab
PP oyoutll just g
Gluess youire 2ll heading up for that

YWell now,
Jou any longesr, and

gtudy group.
in 8%. Catherine, up in Canada,
{MOSES ncds gratefully.
bends down, puts HEDY'g Bible rieht
Goes on down the alzle

glde up.
I'1l let you know when we get to the Falls.
Haven't ssen

(He gres toward platform as the two
men come on the platform with tha
pcater announcing reward for JOE,
- They study 1t carefully)
lat MAN '
Welve gearched nsarly every car on this +4rain,
2nd MAN

>

him yet.
But the man sald he saw him get on.
lat MAN
man £ifty dollars %o tell us that.
The whole country wanis
Wait t111 T get my handd cn him. _

You mean we paid =2

You can't trust anyone thewe days.

the reward money,

Z2nd HAN

C'mon. Let’s try the next car,

COMDUCTOR

(Appearing, as men try to conceal

pogter. They exchange long look)
lst MAN

Tickets, mentlenen,
2nd MAN

You have,

Glve him the tickets,
lst MAN

2nd MAY

We haven't got much time,

The +tickets are
%.

Conduetor,

I haven't got them.

gave them to you,

I
(Remembers)
you'll have to get them later from us,

You'lye pight
in my coat, eavout five cars pack,

‘But I put them 1n my coat pocket,



w

s,
PESRTAFTTE o

i

"meed them an the +tralo.

- D408

’ . . COMDUCTOR _,
iell, you'll jusd nave 50 o rive cays back an Zat 'Bhen; o

Lo lap HAYM , .
Gonducitor, we 're looklpng for frleads. We’'ve supposed 40
_ ' TE oveu conld judd let ua zo dnteo
the nexi car o dee 1% theyise thersa... '
. CONDUCTOR
SORRY, GENTIEMEMN. -

- 2nd MAN
They '1ll be worrled aboub s, )

CONDUCTOR
As Tar ag T know you gentlemen are riding fres on an
international pallroad. You can't go wandering avound a train
without your tickets. How am I guppesed to do my Job?

18t MAN '

But conductor... -

: " COMDUCTCR
Every vasssnger must show his tickat upon requsst 28 preol
he has purchased one, That’s tne regulsation,
1t MAN
(Disgusted)
I told you to take thoge Llcketsl

2nd MAN
Hurry up, wWe've sbill got time,

(They exit)

. JCE
How much longer, Mosea?
MOSES
Should be doon.
CONDUCTOR

Next #top, Niagara. WNiagars Falls, Ontario.
: (Walks to TOM and HEDY)
If you keep watching out that window, you'll see the Falls.

TOM
When do we get to Canada?
- CONDUCTOR

e hit +hat rise in the bridge,.

Scon 28 W
' (He exita, goes to platfownm)

HEDY
POl It'a beglnding nov., Feel 117 o _
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LLDA,

I can ges the fallsl
L | CgoE
- . Mosdea, ars we here? '
. MOSES

Almost.
(The men reappear attempilng to show their
+icksta %o the CONDUCTOR. At thai momeni
averyone 1z Jolhted by the canter rise

of the track

That'd it] That bump! That's the cepter. You're in
Queen Victoria's free land, Look ai the Fallsl -

lst MAN
g (Shakes 2nd MAN}
Cagadal How what gocd ars those tlckeis. All this way for
nothingi- ‘
CONDUCTOR
(Quietly) .
Nice day to see the falls, gentlemen. Ag long &3 youive
come thlg far, ,
(They exit)

LINDA
Ch, Mosmes, T didn't believe 1t. I didn't think we’'d make
it. ‘
JCOE
On an open traln.
LINDA ,
nat you meant, It mean3 scmathing

11y free after walkin all that way.
d =in't nothing can make you &

Joe, I understand noy W
whan you dee you're rea
voulve carnsad 1t then, -an
glave agaln, '

(They begin to put on wraps, standing
up and gathering pundles)

TOM ;
Now welll learn te read and wrilte -- Just like Joe cap. And

no more stealin' I promlse..
. - HEDY -~
of ¥ the traln you're staylng here wish us,

Moses, when we getb
2ll live tpgether_and,a.

apen it you? We'll

MOSES
¥o. Socop a3 you'we setiled I'm goin' haclk.




. : S - JOE
You can't; Thersig: 7LO 600 rewapd oup For you.
N " MOSES s 3
Alnty ﬂobod; eolleeted 1t yet,
. LINDA
i 1t's dangerous.
MOSES
T KEnow. .
o TOH
DO ¥OU have o go?
MOSES
Yesn,
LINDA :

Gh, Moses, you'vé dene enough already. Y¥ou've made the

trip nipe times crawlin'! on your belly, gola' hungry.
aod all that ageln? Is 1% worth 1% to risk your 1ife?

And

MOSES
Yes,

: ' "HEDY

Ch, Tom, I undérstand now, All this talk about fresdom.

It means I don't have t0 crawl on my belly no more, be allent
no more, go hungry no more creepln' in the dark. Evenry
time Moses goes, scme more of ug gtand giraight. I can walk

rlght off this traln standinf® tall ag 2 plne tree, singin!
as loud asz I ean., Singln'. The whole world's goona hear usg,

_ LINDA
Joe, walye safe., The Creadom ridg’s.over. i

JOE
(SlogTy, thoughtfully)
The way T look at 1%, 1t's just beginnln’,

CURTATY

{During the curtain call the cocmpany
may wish to s8ing & verse ol one of
the popular frnedom gongg guch aa

"Oh Freedom." Although this did not
First appear in print until 186%, it
wag, and gtiil 13 now, & favorlbﬁ
frezdom 2ong .. The cast may wish to
invite the audlence to Joiln in on ithe

ehorus )
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